Portuguese Missionary Travellers

Before passing on to our next missionary
traveller, it may be as well to add an illustration
from Portuguese sources of Akbar's undeviating
tolerance. Towards the close of his reign the
Portuguese obtained a footing in Dacca, the
great Bengal emporium. The Mohammedan
mollahs there tried to alarm the people against
them, warning them that Heaven would
exact retribution if they allowed these " Kafirs,"
who purposely insulted the Prophet by eating
pork and drinking wine, to dwell among them.
The principal wife of the nabob was seriously
alarmed by these predictions, and sought to get
the strangers expelled. The case came before
Akbar, and we can easily imagine the short
shrift which he meted out to the bigoted
religionists. In addition to forbidding all mo-
lestation of the Portuguese, he offered them the
revenue of a certain amount of land as a gift.*

In his book of Pilgrimes^ Samuel Purchas has
a few pages devoted to Nicholas Pimenta, the
Jesuit. He entitles them " Indian Observations,
gathered out of the letters of Nicholas Pimenta,
Visitor of the Jesuits in India, and of many
others of that Societie, written from divers
Indian regions, principally relating the coun-
tries and accidents of the Coast of Coromandel
and of Pegu." Pimentays letters were written in
1598, to Claudius Aquaviva, the Chief Jesuit,
and relate the writer's visitation voyage from

* Murray, Discoveries and Travels in jtsia^ vol. H, p. 98,
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